Microsurgical management of ventral and ventrolateral foramen magnum meningiomas.
The authors report their experiences gained from 19 patients with ventral or ventrolateral foramen magnum meningiomas operated on via the dorsolateral, suboccipital transcondylar access route. It is emphasized that the microsurgical management of these lesions includes two important aspects which increase the safety of the procedure: a meticulous preoperative planning based on the microanatomical details of each patient, as well as an individualized tailoring of the surgical approach. There were no deaths, and, in the past 5 years, no neurological complications in this series. Gross total removal of the tumour was achieved in each case. It is concluded that microsurgical removal of ventral or ventrolateral foramen magnum meningiomas with this technique constitutes a safe and recommendable procedure.